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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This application is in condition for allowance except for the following formal 
matters: Administrative Requirement as set forth below. 

Prosecution on the merits is closed in accordance with the practice under Ex 
parte Quayle, 25 USPQ 74, 453 O.G. 213, (Comm'r Pat. 1935). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this action is set to expire TWO 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this letter. 

2. As the application has closed on the merits, applicant is now required to make 
the submission to comply with the Administrative Requirement as followed: Applicants' 
compliance will take the form of one of the following actions: 

(1) filing terminal disclaimers in each of the related co-pending applications 
terminally disclaiming each of the other co-pending applications; 

(2) providing an affidavit attesting to the fact that all claims in the co-pending 
applications have been reviewed by applicant and that no conflicting claims exists 
between the applications; or 

(3) resolving all conflicts between claims in the identified co-pending applications by 
identifying how all the claims in the instant application are distinct and separate 
inventions from all the claims in the identified co-pending applications. 

3. The Examiner's Amendment to the record appears below. Authorization for this 
Examiner's Amendment was granted by both attorneys, Thomas J. Scott Jr. (Reg. No. 27,836) 
and Carl Benson (Reg. No. 38,378) on 10/07/2009. 

The Claims have been amended as follows: 
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1-5. (Cancelled) 

6. (Currently amended) A method of delivering a receiver specific program at at least 
one of a plurality of receiver stations, comprising using a computer to perform the following 
steps of: 

generating a first control signal at a transmitter station; 

receiving a second control signal at said transmitter station, said second control signal 
operative to communicate said first control signal; and 

transmitting said first control signal to said at least one of said plurality of receiver 
stations in response to said second control signal, said first control signal effective at said at least 
one of said plurality of receiver stations to control a computer to compute perform a step for 
computing a receiver specific value by processing information stored in said computer, generate 
a step for generating a receiver specific signal based on said receiver specific value, and output 
programming based on a step for placing said receiver specific signal at a specific memory 
location, a step for outputting said receiver specific signal , a step for clearing said receiver 
specific signal from said specific memory location, and a step for delivering programming 
including said receiver specific signal in a period of time between said step for placing said 
receiver specific signal at said specific memory location and said step for clearing said receiver 
specific signal from said specific memory location . 
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7. (Currently amended) A method of delivering a receiver specific program at at least 
one of a plurality of receiver stations, comprising using a computer to perform the following 
steps of: 

storing a control signal and selected data at a transmitter station; and 
transmitting a transmission including said stored control signal and said stored selected 
data, said control signal effective at said at least one of a plurality of receiver stations to control a 
computer compute perform a step for computing a receiver specific value by processing 
information stored in said computer, generate a step for generating a receiver specific signal 
based on said receiver specific value, and output programming based on a step for placing said 
receiver specific signal at a specific memory location, a step for outputting said receiver specific 
signal , a step for clearing said receiver specific signal from said specific memory location, and a 
step for delivering programming including said receiver specific signal in a period of time 
between said step for placing said receiver specific signal at said specific memory location and 
said step for clearing said receiver specific signal from said specific memory location 

8-20. (Cancelled) 

21 . (Previously presented) The method of claim 6, said method further comprising the 
steps of: originating an instruct signal at said transmitter station; and generating some portion of 
at least one of a computer program and a data module in response to said instruct signak 
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22. (Previously presented) The method of claim 6, wherein said receiver specific 
program includes a presentation of at least two instances of combined medium programming, 
said method further comprising the steps of: 

transmitting a portion of each of said two instances of combined medium programming.- 

23-24. (Cancelled) 

25. (Currently amended) A method for controlling the transmission of a control signal 
from an intermediate transmitter station to a receiver station, comprising using a computer to 
perform the following steps of: 

receiving, at said intermediate transmitter station, information regarding a first control 
signal; receiving a second control signal operative to cause a first computer at said intermediate 
transmitter station to select data and to communicate said first control signal to a memory of said 
computer based on said data; and 

transmitting, to said receiver station, said selected first control signal, said selected first 
control signal operative at said receiver station to control a second computer to generate perform 
a step for generating a receiver specific value by processing information stored in said second 
computer, generate a step for generating a receiver specific signal based on said receiver specific 
value, and communicate programming a step for placing said receiver specific signal at a specific 
memory location, a step for communicating said receiver specific signal to an output device 
based on , a step for clearing said receiver specific signal from said specific memory location, and 
a step for delivering programming including said receiver specific signal in a period time 
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between said step for placing said receiver specific signal at a specific memory location and said 
step for clearing said receiver specific signal from said specific memory location . 

26. (Previously presented) The method of claim 25, wherein said first control is 
generated at said intermediate transmitter station before said second control signal is received. 

27. (Previously presented) The method of claim 25, wherein said step of transmitting 
said first selected control signal is based on a third control signal. 

28. (Previously presented) The method of claim 25, further comprising the step of 
storing said selected first control signal at a storage device included within said intermediate 
transmitter station. 

29. (Previously presented) The method of claim 28, wherein said transmitting step is 
performed at a specific time according to a third control signal. 

30-32. (Cancelled) 

33. (Previously presented) The method of claim 6, further comprising the step of 
receiving operating instructions at said transmitter station, said operating instructions effective to 
control a processor at said transmitter station, wherein said first control signal and said second 
control signal are processed by said processor under control of said operating instructions. 
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34. (Previously presented) The method of claim 7, further comprising the step of 
transmitting operating instructions to said computer, said operating instructions effective to 
control said computer, wherein said control signal is processed by said computer under control of 
said operating instructions. 

35. (Cancelled) A method of delivering a receiver specific program at a receiver station 
having a computer and an output device, said method comprising the steps of: 

(a) receiving a broadcast or cablccast information transmission comprising a plurality of 

of programming and a control signal; 

(b) communicating each of said plurality of units of programming to at least one of: 

(1) said computer for processing; and 

(2) said output device for delivery to a user; 

(c) detecting said control signal in said broadcast or cablecast information transmission 
and passing said detected control signal to said computer; 

(d) controlling said computer based on said detected and passed control signal, said step 
of controlling comprising: 

(1) generating a receiver specific value by processing information that is stored in said 
computer; 

(2) selecting at least one of said plurality of units of programming based on said receiver 
specific computer generated value; and 
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(3) outputting said selected at least 



of said plurality of units of programming; and 



(c) delivering a presentation of two 



units of programming, said tw 



-tinife 



of programming including said selected at least one of said plurality of units of programming . 

36. (Currently amended) The method of claim 34- 55 wherein said selected at least one a 
portion of said plurality of units of combined medium programming is delivered as printed text. 

37. (Currently amended) The method of claim 34- 55 wherein said selected at least one a 
portion of said plurality of units of combined medium programming includes audio, and said step 
of outputting for delivering comprises placing said audio into said audio RAM. 

38. (Currently amended) The method of claim 35- 55, wherein said selected at least one of 
said plurality of units of programming includes information to be displayed in video, and said 
step of outputting step for placing said receiver specific datum at a specific memory location 
comprises placing said information to be displayed in video receiver specific datum into a video 
RAM. 

39-54. (Cancelled) 



55. (Currently amended) A method of signal processing at a receiver station having a 
computer and an output device to deliver at the output device an output of combined medium 



Application/Control Number: 08/447,7 1 2 Page 9 

Art Unit: 2624 

programming including a receiver specific datum within a broadcast or cablecast program, said 
method comprising using said computer to perform the following steps of: 

(a) receiving an information transmission comprising a broadcast or cablecast program 
and a control signal; 

(b) selecting said received broadcast or cablecast program from the information 
transmission and transferring it to the output device for delivery to the user; 

(c) detecting said control signal in the information transmission and passing said detected 
control signal to said computer; and 

(d) controlling said computer based on said control signal, said step of controlling 
comprising: 

(1) a step for generating a receiver specific datum by processing first information that is 
stored in said computer; 

(2) a step for placing said receiver specific datum at a specific memory location of the 
computer; 

(3) a step for communicating said receiver specific datum from said specific memory 
location to said output device; and subsequently 

(4) a step for clearing said receiver specific datum from said specific memory location; 

and 

whereby (5) a step for delivering combined medium programming of said received 
broadcast or cablecast program including said receiver specific datum is delivered in a period of 
time between said step ef for placing said receiver specific datum at said specific memory 
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location and said step ef for clearing said receiver specific datum from said specific memory 
location. 

56. (Currently amended) The method of claim 55, wherein the step ef for generating a 
receiver specific datum by processing information that is stored in the computer is achieved by 
executing a computer program which is loaded at said computer in response to said control 
signal. 

57-59. (Cancelled) 

60. (Previously presented) The method of claim 55, wherein processor instructions 
executed by said computer to perform said step of controlling are detected in the broadcast or 
cablecast information transmission. 

61-77. (Cancelled) 

78. (Currently Amended) A receiver station apparatus for signal processing to deliver 
combined medium programming including a receiver specific datum within a broadcast or 
cablecast program, comprising: 

an output device, said output device for delivering said program; 

a decoder for detecting control signals in an information transmission; 
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a computer operatively connected to said output device and said decoder, said computer 
having a specific memory location, and for performing the following steps based upon said 
control signals: 

(1) a step for generating a receiver specific datum by processing information that is stored 
in said computer; 

(2) a step for placing said receiver specific datum in said specific memory location; 

(3) a step for communicating said receiver specific datum from said specific memory 
location to said output device; and subsequently 

(4) a step for clearing said receiver specific datum from said specific memory location, 

and 

thereby (5) a step for delivering combined medium programming including said receiver 
specific datum during said broadcast or cablecast program in the period of time between said 
step for placing said datum at said memory location and said step for clearing said datum from 
said memory location. 

79. (Currently amended) A method of communicating mass medium program material 
from a transmitter station to a plurality of receiver stations each of which includes a broadcast or 
cablecast program receiver, an output device, a control signal detector, a computer, and with 
each said receiver station adapted to detect the presence of at least one control signal, to generate 
a receiver specific datum in response to a detected specific control signal, and to deliver at said 
output device combined medium programming including said receiver specific datum within a 
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broadcast or cablccast program , said method comprising using a processor to perform the 
following steps of: 

receiving at a transmitter station a program to be transmitted; 

storing at said transmitter station a control signal which at said plurality of receiver 
stations operates to generate control each said computer to perform a step for generating a 
receiver specific value and to select , a step for selecting audio for output based on said receiver 
specific value , a step for placing said audio in a specific memory location, a step for 
communicating said audio to said output device, a step for clearing said audio from said specific 
memory location, a step for delivering at said output device said combined medium 
programming including said audio in a time period between said step for placing said audio in a 
specific memory location and said step for clearing said audio from said specific memory 
location ; and 

transmitting at a specific time an information transmission comprising said program and 
said control signal. 

80-88. (Cancelled) 

89. (Previously presented) The method of claim 79, wherein a controller at said 
transmitter station controls the passing of a specific received signal, said method further 
comprising the steps of detecting embedded information in said specific received signal and 
controlling the passing of said specific received signal on the basis of said detected embedded 
information. 
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90-102. (Cancelled) 

103. (Previously presented) The method of claim 79, wherein a plurality of signals is 
received from one or more remote stations at said transmitter station and at least one is stored at 
said transmitter station which is operative to schedule transmission, said method further 
comprising the steps of adapting said transmitter station to store a schedule and causing said 
transmitter to transmit in accordance with said schedule. 

104. (Previously presented) The method of claim 103, further comprising the step of 
causing said transmitter station to generate, in accordance with said schedule, at least portions of 
signals to be transmitted. 

105. (Previously presented) The method of claim 79, further comprising the steps of: 
receiving at said transmitter station an information transmission from a remote station; 
detecting in the information transmission from said remote station an instruct signal; 
executing said instruction set at a transmitter station computer in response to said instruct 

signal; and 

selecting, based on said instruction set, information to be processed at a receiver station 
or communicating information to be associated with said program. 
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106. (Previously presented) The method of claim 79, wherein a controller at said 
transmitter station controls a memory location to communicate to said transmitter a selected 
control signal, said method further comprising the steps of detecting a first instruct signal which 
is effective at the transmitter station to instruct transmission, and inputting said first instruct 
signal to said controller thereby to cause said memory location to communicate a selected control 
signal. 

107. (Cancelled) 

108. (Previously presented) The method of claim 106, further comprising the steps of 
storing said first instruct signal at said transmitter station, and controlling said memory location 
to communicate a selected control signal at a scheduled time according to said first instruct 
signal. 

109. (Previously presented) The method of claim 106, further comprising the step of 
controlling said memory location to communicate said program to said transmitter based on a 
second instruct signal. 

110. (Previously presented) The method of claim 109, further comprising the steps of 
detecting a selected control signal communicated from said memory location and programming a 
controller to respond to a control signal communicated from said memory location. 



Application/Control Number: 08/447,7 1 2 Page 1 5 

Art Unit: 2624 

111. (Previously presented) The method of claim 106, further comprising the step of 
embedding first instruct signal in said program thereby to enable said controller to respond to 
said embedded said first instruct signal at a time when said program is being communicated. 



112-124. (Cancelled) 



125. (Currently amended) A transmitter station apparatus for processing a signal and 
communicating mass medium program materials to present at each of a plurality of receiver 
stations a combined output of a broadcast or cablecast program and a receiver specific computer 
generated datum, with each of said receiver stations having an output device for receiving and 
delivering the broadcast or cablecast program and other information, each said station also 
having a microcomputer with a specific memory location operatively connected to said output 
device for storing and outputting information to said output device, said transmitter station 
apparatus comprising: 

a broadcast or cablecast transmitter for communicating to a plurality of receiver stations 
an information transmission; 

a program input receiver operatively connected to said transmitter for communicating the 
program to said transmitter; 

a memory or recorder operatively connected to said transmitter for storing and 
communicating a first control signal which at the receiver station operates to generate the 
receiver specific datum; and 
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an input device operatively connected to said memory or recorder for causing said 
memory or recorder to communicate said first control signal at a specific time to said transmitter, 
thereby to communicate said program and said first control signal to said receiver stations and 
cause each of said plurality of receiver stations to deliver said program at its output device 
generate by controlling said microcomputer to perform the step for generating a receiver station 
specific datum, plac e a step for placing its receiver station specific datum at its memory location 
a step for communicating said receiver station specific datum from its memory location to said 
output device, a step for clearing said receiver specific datum from its memory location fer-a 
period of time , and deliver a step for delivering a combined output of said broadcast or cablecast 
program and its receiver station specific datum at its output device in a period of time between 
said step for placing its receiver station specific datum at its memory location and said step for 
clearing said receiver specific datum from its memory location . 

126. (Cancelled) 

127. (Currently amended) A method of communicating mass medium program material 
to a plurality of at least one receiver stations each of station which includes a broadcast or 
cablecast program receiver, an output device, a control signal-detector, a computer with a 
specific memory location capable of communicating to said output device , and with each said 
receiver station adapted to detect the presence of at least one control signal, to generate a 
receiver specific datum in response to a detected specific control signal and to deliver at said 
output device combined medium programming including said receiver specific datum within a 
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broadcast or cablccast program , said method comprising using a processor to perform the 
following steps of: 

receiving at a transmitter station a program to be transmitted; 

generating data related to said program; 

generating at said transmitter station a first control signal using said generated data which 
at the said at least one receiver station operates to generate the control said computer to perform 
a step for generating a receiver specific datu m, a step for placing said receiver specific datum in 
a specific memory location, a step for communicating said receiver specific datum to said output 
device, a step for clearing said receiver specific datum from said specific memory location, and a 
step for delivering at said output device combined medium programming including said receiver 
specific datum in a period of time between said step for placing said receiver specific datum in a 
specific memory location and said step for clearing said receiver specific datum from said 
specific memory location ; 

receiving a second control signal; and 

transmitting at least one of said program and said first control signal in response to said 
second control signal. 

128. (Previously presented) The method of claim 127, said method further comprising 
the step of transmitting said second control signal to said transmitter station. 
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REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 

1 . The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

Regarding independent claims 6, 7, 25, 55, 78, 79, 125 and 127, the Applicants have 
agreed to invoke 112, sixth paragraph by added the language "step for" to the significant 
limitations of the claims. Therefore, the prior art of records do not show the limitations "a step 
for placing said receiver specific signal at a specific memory location, a step for outputting said 
receiver specific signal, a step for clearing said receiver specific signal from said specific 
memory location, and a step for delivering programming including said receiver specific signal 
in a period of time between said step for placing said receiver specific signal at said specific 
memory location and said step for clearing said receiver specific signal from said specific 
memory location." (or similar in scope) in combination with other limitations of the claims. 

Other claims are allowed because of their dependency on the independent claims. 

2. Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 
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CONTACT INFORMATION 

1 . Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to BRIAN Q. LE whose telephone number is (571)272-7424. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 8:30 A.M - 5:30 P.M. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, William Korzuch can be reached on 571-272-7589 or Daniel Swerdlow 571-272- 
753 1 . The fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Brian Q Le/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2624 
October 22, 2009 



